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through the country of Wu-sunm in a north-western direction more than 200 li> the ground rising gradually. After a halt, the traveller then crossed the Han Hai The country was very high and cold, and notwithstanding the great heat in summer, the snow never melts there. The rocky mountains were covered all over with fine pine trees.306 After seven days travelling in a south-western direction, Ch'ang Te had crossed the Han hai,m and de-
for, when in about 1713 the Jesuit missionaries visited the valley of the Orkhon; and 160 years later, Paderin, Russian Consul at Urga, tried to decide the question of the position of ancient Karakorum by local investigation. Guided by the itinerary of the Chinese mediaeval traveller Ch'ang Te hui (see notes 104, 127), he succeeded in discovering, at a distance of thirty or forty English miles south-east of lake Ughet nor, and from four to six miles west of the Orkhon river, the ruins of an ancient city, which thf* Mongols called JChara kherem (Black rampart), also Jfltara balyasun (Black city). This he believes was ancient Karakorum. The account given by Padorin of his journey and his discovery was published in the "Proceedings of the Russian Geographical Society," 1873. -A-11 TSnghhh translation of this paper by Mad. tfedchenko, annotated by Colonel Ynle, appeared in the "Geographical Magazine," 1874, p. 137 seqq It set-ins however, that Paderm is mistaken in his supposition. At least it does not agree with tho position assigned to the ancient Mongol residence m the Mongol annals Krdenin erikhe, translated into Kufasian in 1883 by Piofessor Pozdneyeff. It is there pomtivcly stated (p. no, note 2) that the monastery of JSrdenidsu, founded in 1585, waa erected on the ruins of that eitt\, which once had been built by order of Ogotai Khan, and where ho had established his residence, and where, after the expulsion of the Mongols from China, Togontemur again had fixed the Mongol court. This vast monastery still exists, one English mile, or more, east of the Orkhon. It has even been astronomically determined by the Jesuit missionaries, and is marked on our maps of Mongolia. Pozdneyeff, who visited the place in 1877, obligingly informs me that the square earthen wall surrounding the monastery of Erdenidsu, and measuring about an "English mile in en cum-ference, may well be the very wall of ancient Karakorum.
805 There was before our era, and in the early period after it, a people called I1V*un, who dwelt at -first north of the present province of Kan su, and emigrated subsequently to Dsungaria. In the time of the Mongols it had disappeared centuries ago. The Chinese, however, like to use ancient names of countries in their books Compare note 319.
m My translation of the above somewhat obscure passage is perhaps not correct; for the literal meaning of it would be : The atones (rocks) of the mountains all bear figures of pine trees.
307 About the Han hai see note 9. Ch'ang Te, as appears from his account, comprises in this appellation the Khangai and the Altai moun-, and the elevated plateau between these ranges.